ASPMN Meeting

December 18, 2008 

St. Vincent Hospital, Green Bay, WI

Present: Bonnie Groessl, Jennifer Friedel, Nancy Whitfield, Carol Rafferty, Shirley Triest-Robertson, Jeff Matzke, Becky Wolf, Brenda Martin, Carla Hedtke

Call to order: 8:10 am. Becky led us in a prayer

Approval of minutes: approved.

Welcome of new members: Carol Rafferty, NP from Bellin Brain, Spine and Pain center.   

Agenda items:

· Treasurer Report: Becky reported that we have $11,445.03 in our treasury; this does not include PACT funds. Shirley will talk to Janet Cunningham at St. Vincent Hospital to see if we can have the PACT funds transferred. 

· Membership: Shirley reported that she several correspondences with Ellen Radsyn, the membership contact at ASPMN. Apparently there is nothing that states we cannot have community representation. Associate members cannot vote or hold official offices according to the bylaws, but they can be committee chairs, serve on committees, etc. Shirley noted it is not easy to get a timely response from APSMN, and therefore it has taken several calls to obtain what information we have.  The group discussed forging ahead with members (including community, lay and associate members) in order to achieve our goals. We will keep ASPMN informed by sending them our minutes.  It was noted that lay members cannot be official ASPMN local chapter members, but can serve on committees. Shirley will send one more correspondence to ASPMN and if we don’t hear back, will move forward. It was also suggested to send a copy of the national ASPMN bylaws to these minutes so our local membership has them for reference as well.

· Website update: Bonnie discussed how our current website isn’t able make changes. Shirley will follow up if the hosting fee was paid by checking the invoices. Another problem is the need for a more dynamic site. Vistaprints.com has an easy program and costs $14.95 per month. StoresOnline.com charges $30 per month but also offers a chat space and technical support. Shirley motioned to change the host to StoresOnline.com; it was passed. If the domain were to be changed, then the current name of www.painandcomfort.org may also need to be changed. Some possible suggestions were: ASpainMN.org, ASPMNWI.org, or WIASPMN.org. Shirley motioned to change the name; it was unanimously passed. Bonnie will check with the webmaster what names are used. Carla joined later in the meeting and discussed that Vista has a professional site and uses paypal. They may allow one year of payment in advance. The members present voted to have Bonnie make the decision about the web host, domain, and bill ASPMN so the conversion can be started.
· Positive Solutions for Pain: Bonnie will be happy to help once but would like to wait until the website conversion is done. It was suggested to ask Nancy if there was a layperson who can help lead. Another suggestion was having a rotating group of people at assisting living facilities or the Learning in Retirement (LIR) Group to be the future leaders for this group. Shirley will follow up with the assisted living group. Bonnie is scheduled to present to the LIR group at the Neville Museum on 1/26/09. She will ask their willingness to participate.
· Changing Bylaws: Shirley motioned to change the bylaws on membership year to reflect national; it was seconded by Jennifer and passed. Shirley motioned to add associate members to the membership to reflect national; it was seconded by Brenda and passed. This sparked conversation about the roles and responsibilities of associate members in national’s bylaws. Brenda will obtain national’s bylaws for the next meeting. There was a motion to waive annual chapter membership fees for the year that member is holding an office or involved on a committee. It was seconded and unanimously passed.

· National and Membership: Shirley has been in correspondence with National. The chapter wondered if national is aware of which members belong to their local/state chapter and how does national communicate to the chapter President about each chapter’s membership. Shirley will make a recommendation that National should keep track which members belong to their local/state chapters. It was recommended by our chapter to send our membership list to the national office.
· Membership Brochure: Shirley presented the brochure and insert. The insert may need to be revised due to the internet site. The brochures content was passed.
· Future Meetings: Becky will resend the 209 meeting dates and locations for the next meeting.

· Pain Resource Nurse (PRN): Shirley and Nancy attended a 2.5 day seminar on planning and hosting a PRN conference. Some of the highlights of the PRN program were establishing the concept of a PRN nurse and nurse needing to be committed to be a change agent. The chapter voted on a 1.5 day program. Dates were already set aside for April 15th and 29th to be held at St. Vincent Hospital. A subcommittee will be formed and meet for the planning. The idea that this chapter is the resource for the PRNs was discussed. There may be 4 quarterly meetings per year for the PRNs. Meeting content could include more educational modules, business meetings and/or guest speakers. Jennifer motioned to support the PRN program; it was seconded by Bonnie and passed.
The meeting adjourned at 9:35 am.

The next meeting will be Thursday, January 15th, 2009 at the Bridge to Health 
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